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3<S  $  |\K  I^W^o-rd  <5^- 

BJtkr'G:,  c,k£ 


July  1,  1956 


Dsar  Dr.  Ruby, 

The  following  diagram  stay  explain  ry  posit  non  on  the  18U9/6  ^?)  half  cane, 

I  can't  explain  why  the  stupid 

9/6  (over  VJ; 

inverted  9  o 

placed  too  low) 


red  took  fails  to  list  some  va- 
lieti  es. 


The  fake  l8|3o  dime  nay  be  either  nickel  or  some  alloy  like  german  silver.  It 
shows  most  of  the  earmarks  of  Mexican  work.  MS  has  a  whole  tray  full  of  half 
dollars  (bust  type,  dated  from  1787  (!)  to  1838  (J)  with  5>0  C.  on  rev.)  in  ap¬ 
parently  similar  metal. 


Mrs.  Paschal  bought  most  of  ny  DAiJGS  at  unbelievably  hig*i  prices  at  a  time  when  you 
were  not  ^nswering  mail.  The  S-l£  has  proved  elusive,  but  we  can  dream,  can't  we? 

The  1796  cent  is  enclosed.  It  has  every  earmark  of  being  S-112,  which  is  no;  a  Rarity 
6  item  with  a  B7  of  |7^.  The  main  diffs.  between  obvs.  19  and  20  are,  for  our  purposes, 
in  LIBERT! .  Obv.  20  shows  L  low,  IB  leaning  to  right,  IB  more  than  ihe  width  of  I 
apart.  Obv.  19  shows  LI  even  and  IB  less  than  ihe  width  of  I  apart.  By  way  cf  con¬ 
firmation,  Obv.  19  shows  1  in  date  much  nearer  the  hair  than  the  curl,  whereas  they  are 
nearly  equidistant  in  Obv.  2o.  Too  bad. 


Think  Tatharn  Coin  Co.  has  at  least  one  179<  Rarity  7  (S-lb9)  that  you  want.  Ycu  mi^ib 
write  than;  attention  E.R. Mackenzie,  mention  my  name.  Sheldon  did  not  mention  S-11& 
to  we.  He  has  gone  back  to  California;  will  be  at  U.Cal.  at  Berkeley  during  the 
sumner. 


New  Netherlands  has  6  or  7  times  tried  to  shove  your  letter  to  them  respecting  the 
"Bolen  counterfeit  cents"  into  ny  hands.  I  have  consistently  refused.  I  cm  say  only 
this:  John  Adams  Bolen  never  faked  any  cents  to  ny  knowledge.  He  made  dies  closely 
imitating  certain  Colonial  cappers,  ihe  ori|r  dangerous  fakes  of  cents  are :  (l)  Crosby 
electros.  (2)  Smith  1793's,  (3)  Smith  n1799»  and  "I80U".  For  mere  on  Bolen,  read 
Kenney's  Struck  Copies  of  Early  American  Coins.  I  can  say  no  more. 

I  expect  to  go  to  ANA  Conv.  in  Chicago,  bub  not  to  the  Democratic  convention.  Nor 
do  I  expect  the  half  cent  book  to  be  in  print  by  tien.  Therqis  some  wangle  over 
finding  a  financial  angel. 


Better  ask  Mrs.  Paschal  about  S-17;  if  you  have  anythirg  sufficiently  nice  to  trade 
her,  ±e  might  be  able  to  find  a  duplicate  for  you.  S-U8  is  difficult  because  hdarded. 
I  sold  one  last  October  for  §65 j  it  was  VGwF  but  badly  pitted. 

Best  regards. 
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(  THIS  SI  DE  OF  CAR  D  IS  FOR~Xt3^RESS  ^ 


NEW  HO 


\RT 


THE  fi|l£MpD 

- 1  -7lJ - 


Prof,  Charles  L.  Ruby 
308  N.  Marwood  St. 
Fullerton,  Calif. 


Mr.  Wormser  told  me  thak,you  had  tried  twice  to  write  me 
but  that  your  letters  had  been  returned.  %  correct  ad¬ 
dress  reiflSins  that  given- be low — had  you  mislaid  it?  or 
that  on  njjTT&nas  card?  T- still  have  the  17 96  NC-1  arri 
1803  NO-1,  in  addition  t^T the  1797  'S-121a '  with  plain  edge 
(ft-7'sj  bfrsal  values  respectively  $20?,  $7.50  and  $7.50. ). 
They  are  for  you  if  you  want  them.  I  think  I  named  prices 
in  the  card. 

Book  on  N.J .Cents  has  gene  to  press.  Another  couple  of 
Raymond  monographs  (Fhila.  Silver  Coins  179  U- 1916;  Supple¬ 
ment  to  Valentine’s  Half  Dimes')  likewise.  Half  Cent  book. 

I  am  tired  of  waiting  with  so  will  put  it  to  bed  this  spring 
finished  ofc  not.  And  with  at  least  one  of  your  coins  illus¬ 
trated  therein. 

CMW  says  you  have  again  been  ill.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  it  and 
hope  this  finds  you  in  EF-ljO  condition;  or  at  least  VF-30. 
Please  write  me!  \^J  Box  102  U,  Grand  Central  Station, 


5£T  233 


NUMISMATIC 

LITERATURE 


MAIL  BID 
AUCTION  SALE 
SEVENTY-THREE 

Closing  Date 
June  13,  1998 


GEORGE  FREDERICK  KOLBE 
Fine  Numismatic  Books 
Post  Office  Drawer  3100 
Crestline,  CA  92325-3100  USA 
Tel:  (909)  338-6527 
Fax:  (909)  338-6980 
email:  NUMisuT@compuserve.com 


Walter  Breen 
Box  102 U 

Grand  Centra.  Station 

::.'\c.  17 


Prof.  Charles  L.  Rubv 
308  N.  Marwood  St. 
Fullerton,  Calif. 
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Bear  Di*.  Ruby, 


J^X+S&«ry\  hf>  ^  ,  l  *1. 

'  3oxiQ2fe,  etc. {  Saturday  '.  .y.  . 


The  m closure  just  came  off  the  press  this  r.ornigg  Shd  Harvey  handed  me  a  few  copies  this 
afternoon,  And  it  is  about  tine. 

You  needn't  have  spent  so  many  hours  checking  the.  lots*  I  did  Go  as  a  matter  of ‘course  .be¬ 
fore  allow;! ng  them  to  be  sent  out  to  ’you,  thd  final  afterriborf  of  the  sale.  Ca  va  sanS  .dire  . 
As  for  what  -ou  We"  rte,  I  vri.ll  say  that. .if  I  wdre  a,  dealer  ..like  /.forraser “it  .would  run  to  abor  t 
$5.3  as  five  percent  y>f  trie  .amourit,  actually  bid’: n*  but/’I  aw  .going.  to  ..leave' thi  hi©  *i}pu, 
id  decide  whether 'y&  would  have  'done  better  dr  nor  be  by  entrusting  ‘  t-  or -bids  to  seme ‘dealer 
rwho  necessarily  would  not  have  been,  able  to  read  your,  mind  ..either.,  *  .1 


I  think  llrs.  Paschal  has  already/  forgotten  that  it  was  you  who  ran  her  up  on  the  S-jff.,  .  And 
you  were  surely  not  the  only  person  bidding  on  that  coin.  It  .opened  at  $200.  “  j; 


Centitis  is  a  quite  contagious  disease . '  So  is  it  s  sister  disease  halfcentitis;  The  Bupcnt 
hart'll  sale  begins  Hov.  11,  'but  I  might'  as .well  tell  :roil'that  t’oi'.'boino  are  not  as  go od 
as  the  I^-der '  ce:‘ns.  t  am  sending  you  an  annotated  catalogue  and  hope  to  bi  ‘  there 
too.  Let  me  ’.sic/:  as  Soon  as  you  can  -hot  vqu  nea  4 (Sore  of  the  Dupont  pieces,  aren't  as 
nice  as  iry" ‘duplicates.  I  am'  going  after  only  a  very  few  pieces  in  the  Salej'  the  four  iCh  31  a, 
1797  overstruck  with  ..1798  cent  die  s,  l8.0h  u-10  and  possibly  17? It  G-6;')~ 

I  ‘do  not' 'See  that  two  obverse  dies  wore  used  for  3-7.  It  seems  "'instead  that  the  8-7  obverse 
die  was  quickly  ground  down  removing  the  extra  dot  over  I  and  most  of  the  anall  curl  over 
thd  sprig.  Have  examined  (1)  Bqy  d's.,  (2)  77:3,  (3)  yours  with  the  dot,  (h)  Dupont  e©±n, 

(5)  DoWnirir,  (6)-  Chapman -Babin-D6chlcus-. .-Blaisdell'co:  .n  ‘(broken  obverse  die);  -therSe  include 
among  the  all  known  .bates  of  the  die/  and';  I  can't  .see.  that  there  is  any  de  cnstrable  die 
difference.  Your  "dotted"  one  is','  I  grant  -  ou.  Unique.  0s  a*,  die 'state — an  d'mqy  -event  ually 
gain  s cnething  like  the  racpgnitim  of  .the  broken,  dip  1799/8#  ‘  Agree  with  your ygradi  ng-;  except 
that  Lei  bn  insists  on  taking  something  off  for  the  roughhess  Bbubtless  obverse  wreaknesr 
and  buckling  near -date  accounts  for.  rarity  of.  C.8-F.  '  * ' 


X  liked  that  12-K  very  much  better  than  the  other'  one,  which  has  a.  be  autf  fully  "'sharp  reverse 
but  which  has  been  burnished  and  .tooled  ALL  CVh.l,  miserably  so,  ’K as:  Kkv>lbn  bought  it* &r 
$110  and  recolpred  it.  Ife  ’has  slnp.C  then  tried  .without  success ’to' peddle  it' tali'  cvertfte 
East  C.-nst  for  ?20'.  Bho  oe;  ■- .  he  claims  that  ^.C. Dials dell,  Harold  'Bare  ford,  and  19  or  2) 
other  "experts'*  were  unanimous  ..in  agreeing  that  .his  was, far  better  than  the  one  I  got  for 
you.  Double  phpoeyj  If  you  could  see  ^ho  two’  coins  sj.de  by  side,  you  would  agree  wtlihne, 

I  belie- .e.  As  for  the  lU-L,  I  have  riever  seen  'more'  than  .’one  (the  ;JT3;  ’Coin)  with ! -a 'string 
date.  You  did  get  something  of  a  bargain  oh  that  bne,"  der  ite  the  edge  bra  is  as  which*'' are 
fortunately  out si  e  the  beading.  In  answer  to  vpur  questions: 

8-F  ’ 

*1.  F.C.'J.Joyd  (ho)  3t  5  5 ULi^  4  tvW  4  UK,.,  B:A  C 

*2.  Alls  (Uo  plus)  / 

■*3.  She  Id  an  (30  plus) 

It.  Yours  m th  the  dot.  (ip -20.)  . 

*  5.  fewer r b  c'in;  o*  war  unk-w  n.;  (3tnrr7  Boy  ?) 

6.  Yours  ex  Dupont,.' 

*  7.  'he  owning  Cr  in,  VB-  or  so;  owned  by  Trs  .  :  aschr.l . 

*  5.  Dr.  French  coin,  now  YCrfUisdclt. 

9.  Butter-orth,  Rabin,  Smith,  Got  -6  (nr,"  BIaisdell?J>  f  c\  v/Va  O',  $w.  rk 

10.  Chanran,  Rabin,  Bechkus,  Blais  "ell,  Bocx! -It; 'broken  die. 

*11  ,*12,  etc.  Sheldon  sa-s  there  are  several  others  in  grades  1  to'  I:,  or  so. 


12-K. 


Fewer. i: tq,  klei  .,  Crosby,  French,  Clapp,  APB. 

Vh-lo  specimen  3'eldon  sol  to  Blues tc no  c.'  'Xjl&'y' ex  :.  Chapman  at  $&Q;. 

Fewer:  b -Owning  coin  now.  cn-rned  by  Bla'is^eSl .  y <v  fl 

"Fine",  7.3, Lincoln  of  London, .  B.w.Coliins,  Steigerwalt  Feb.'  1897  (not  trace-  }. 


5*  Vt -Y  pl|’-s,  lls^caj,  Itstfir-^poni^Jluhcr . 

6.  fecot>-6,  'plancK'et crack  edge  to  browf  AH3  ex  Clapp,  Brand,  ".all .  Prossatfd  10/1 f 96. 

7.  (?)  feuitiisbed  exarap  <v  j^v-ord  21,**«  Kar>h-.. 

8.  etc.  Have  seen  at  least  five  other  worn  examples.  Sheldon  say  she  has  otned  eleven 
different  ones.  I  do  not  know  if  he  has  one  now,  or  if  so  what  is  its  condition.  Hayb 
it  would  displace  one  of  those  listed  above. 


13-L. 

-ty -50 *  Beauty  in  ANS,  ex  Clapp,  Sternberg,  Sheldon;  French,  Sari  ,  ficrr. r  lick! 
il  .  on  Levi ck. Plate,  1869. 

2.  Killer,  dines,  Sheldon,  ?(T .J. Clarke ?) .  VP-30. 

3.  tty  Shelddh-1938  coin,  whereabouts  now  unknown.  VI’ -20.  (Mrs.  p.?-)- 

h.  .Dupont  23,  bought  by  Kosoff  (for- Mrs.  Horweb?,). 

5»  Davis  coin,  sold  nil  Davis -Graves  sale*  Dr.  Slcss  bid  -,,5/5  for  it  unsuccessfully.  Owner 
now  unknown. 

6,  etc.  There  are  at  least  'five  others  knr.n  '  in  F-l5  or  so.  This  variety  is  It- 5,  net  R-6. 


lll-K. 


1.  VF-20.  AIIS,  ex  A.C.uies,  193"  at  ^200. 

2.  F-12 .  Sheldon,  ex  Hines'  ex  iilham  (1921).  y&j 

(3.)  Dae  mysterious  Dr.  i'^en«h— Willians  coin  which  3nel d cn/j3o ubt s  tire  existence  of,  and  which 
Bare  ford  once  told  ne  "kilo  bn  his  cups'  (U  or  5  lianhattar.s  ’before  -'i  inner)  he  load  seen 
'and  xhiqh-was  an  iSLiSCTitCiTFU.  Present  "hereabout?  unk  . 
h»  Geod-lt-j-t.  AIIS,  ex  Clapp,  dioodward's  67th  Sale,  and  Crosb"  0  lie  ct  ion.  Levi  ed  Plate  coin. 
Discovery  piece. 

5.  V.Fair-3,  d  '  -I*  but  edges  Troll  brlseci.  lirs.  Pas  deal,  ex  Roger  Conor,  €■ 

Douglas  as  a:12-K,  ex  Doc  if:  us,  ex  Bo  lender.  Sale,  August  1935— always  as  a  12-K. 

lU-L. 


-1. 

*2. 

*3. 

1*. 

5. 

6. 
*?. 
*8. 
'■9  • 
*10. 


F-12.  -Mackenzie,  Bel  ,  Steigerwalt,  Dr.  hall,  Brand,  Clar  .  A  i.  ijecolored. 

V.,-10;.  Die  break  or  plancln t  defect.,  Bra:::',  Sheldon. 

.lewcorib  Sale,  '.-.’hereabouts  unknown.  Cpo  70 u  have  it?}  \y</. 

Downing,  l(rs.  Paschal.  ^ 

Dd  Ilessberg,  once  .sec*-  of  the  'Her  York  Numismatic  Club.  Pedigree  unkncwji . 
Dupont  2h,  now  owned  by  you.  (ex  k/illiams?) 

The  II. Chapman  1918  coin  I  bough':  last  year  as  a  12 -L.  v  str'll  own.'1 
Dr.  French  coin,  now  owned  by  7rQU?  (ex  h’il]  iarcs?2 
Sups o s c d  1; r  oty.ed  by  ycu. 

V.Fr-3;-*ll.  Fair-2.’  Specimens  mentioned  by  Dr.  Sheldon,  Those  asterisked  arc  the  ones 
known  to  '  0  wrote.  One  mig  t  reread  with  profit  the  top  of  p.79  of  Shel  ’on. 


Vg-7  . 
Good-o . 
uo'd-6. 
Gcod-5  * 
Uood-5* 
Good -5 . 
Gpod-U 


3—I4.8 * s  around  -with  nice  reverses,  fids  one  was  generally  admired  end 
Dr.  Skeleton  agrees  with  •  you,,about  it. . .  .  I  don'e.  think  that  the  count  erst  a:-  -arte  arly 
hurts  your  3-1Q7,  w/r  ch  is  a  historic  piece. 


Yes,  lirs.  Paschal  no"  has  the  3-218.  It  was  with  her  money  that  I  got  this  coinj  fair  e  not. "h, 
since  she  paid  my  way  .to,  qd  and  from  the  Convention  $p:  eciflcafl.lv  so  that  .  I  might  bwr”®re>nt s 
for  her  and  advise  her  proned  on  the  cents  ivn  the  auction. 


Mrs,  F.  might  possibly  get  into  the  half -cent  sale.  If  she  does,  1  stand  to  lose  ad 'on 
several  coins;  but  then  so  will  everyone  .else,  god  wot.  (i  still’ am  keeping  yea  in  mi  if  for 
duplicates;  1795  G-8  (Vu-10  with  a  Fine  revenge),  1803’g-U  perfect  die,  *l8oU  g-9  aid ’ll,  <-•«.) 
She  has  already-  stepped  into  the  market  Dates;  jjtyldon  jtyught  some  of  tty  ]k  lr-25 

series  kr  her  at  Duront  saj  .  alee  coins  but  urd?;-  go-  ,  s 

r/0.  Y*w  i7H  /Vo  /f  /VtfT  W  ALVo/ID  Olff.  it  is  B&77T&  74/(0  MV5A0J . 

Sheldon  is  no1.-.*  demurring  at  the  prospect  0"’  spending  money  on  nyl801  DC-1.  (Probably  the 
bug-,  or  the  die  ou  will,  is  quieting  down.)  The  f:  named 

by  Smith  and  iiay  Gallo  may  have  scared  him  off.  The  coin  is  the  finest  knotrij  it  is  Vu-10, 
n ad ural  black,  :  '  th  one  old  scratch  near  edge  which  does  not  disturb  the  color.  The  reverse 
is  much  sharper  than  the  Hevcomb  Plate  coin  -’uch  is  ill,,  in  Sheldon;  it  is  sharp  enough  to 
make  possible  the  discover:-"  that  .the  reverse  is  same  die  as '  lSOO  S-203 1  Irs.  P.  mav  tty  to 
get  it,  but  she' told  me  that 'be  fore  either  ..She  or  WHS  decides  on.it,  they  wculd  like  to.  know 
if  I,  can  get  a  "firm  offer"  from  anyone*  else,  './hat  would  this  coin  be  worth  0  -  ?rou:  .Ijnen- 
ber,  Smith  fi^^j’fe^d^e^gvgr^OO « 
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FINE  NUMISMATIC  BOOKS 
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TEL:  (909)  338-6527  FAX:  (909)  338-6980 


SOLD  TO: 


D(MW@Q(DE  1415 


Invoice  Date  July  1,  199  8 


SHIP  TO:  (if  other  than  sold  to) 


ERIC  P  NEWMAN 
6450  CECIL  AVENUE 
ST  LOUIS  MO  63105 


Date  Shipped 


Shipped  Via 


Quantity 


Description 


Unit  Price  Amount 


Lot  13BPT,  Sale  73 


10%  premium 
Shipping  &  Packing 
TOTAL 


25.00 
2 . 50 
j  4.00 

$31.50 
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SELECTIONS  FROM  THE 


Crestline,  CA  92325  USA 
Tel:  (909)  338-6527 


4701  Sangamore  Road 
Bethesda,  Maryj and  20016 
May  4,  1981 


The  Editors 

"The  Asylum" 

c/o  Jack  Collins 

2840  Indiana  Avenue 

South  Gate,  California  90280 


Gentlemen: 

While  attending  the  ANA 'Convention  in  Cincinnati  last  August  I  picked  up  Vol.  1, 
No.  1  of  a  new  publication  "The  Asylum."  Reading  the  objectives  of  this  publication, 

I  noted  they  were  very  lofty.  This  new  publication  seemed  to  be  something  that  I  may 
have  an  interest  in  as  I  believe  that  I  have  made  a  contribution  to  the  field  of  numis¬ 
matic  literature.  I  did  not,  however,  "sign  up." 

At  the  recent  convention  of  Early  American  Coppers  Club,  Inc.,  who  incidentally 
publishes  the  leading  numismatic  publication  "Penny-Wise,"  I  was  given  a  Xerox  copy  of 
the  article  "a  Review  of  Half-Cent  Literature"  from  No.  2  &  3  of  "The  Asylum."  After 
careful  reading  of  this  article,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  lofty  objections  ;o 
profoundly  set  forth  in  issue  No.  1  are  in  fact  so  low  that  they  are  beneath  whale 
dung  on  the  ocean  floor. 

My  conclusion  is  not  based  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  article,  nor  do  I  have 
any  quarrel  with  the  named  author  of  the  article,  but  it  is  the  editors  note  which 
caused  me  to  reach  this  conclusion.  In  my  opinion  the  editor  has  breached  the  tenents 
of  fair  play  with  his  note.  He  has  continued  a  pattern  of  foul  play  which  I  and  many 
many  others  have  observed  over  the  10  year  period  since  I  took  "pen  in  hand"  to  do 
something  about  the  20  year  hiatus  for  the  publication  of  a  standard  reference  on  half 
cents.  I  am  referring  to  the  fact  that  from  certain  self-proclaimed  and  non-productive 
"numismatic  literary  scholars"  there  is  a  constant  refusal  to  even  acknowledge  the 
publication  of  AMERICAN  HALF  CENTS  in  19711!  The  editor  continues  this  charade  in  his 
note!  Since  many  of  his  potential  readers  have  knowledge  of  AMERICAN  HALF  CENTS,  the 
editor  attempts  to  justify  his  bias  by  stating  that  the  article  was  written  "circa 
1966." 


A  careful  reading  of  the  article  contradicts  the  editors  caveat  and  leads  the 
reader  to  the  conclusion  that  either  the  editor  is  a  liar  in  naming  the  author,  or  as 
an  alternative  the  aledged  author  was  a  seer.  This  conclusion  which  we  arrived  at 
while  at  the  EAC  meeting  is  based  on  the  following  excerpt  from  the  article  on  page  36. 

"Ebenezer  Gilbert  completed  a  very  uneven  manuscript  .  The 

Gilbert  book  long  REMAINED  (emphisis  supplied)  the  standard  reference, 
despite  lacking  a  rational  emission  sequence,  lacking  reasonable 
historical  material,  lacking  a  usable  rarity  scale,  and  having 
inaccurate  descriptions,  typographical  errors  which  in  some  cases 
destroyed  the  meaning  of  the  sentences  containing  them,  and  plate 
errors . " 


The  Editors 
"The  Asylum" 
page  2 


In  1966  Gilbert  was  the  standard  reference  on  half  cents,  so  how  could  the  named 
author  use  the  past  tense  for  something  that  was  in  the  future?  His  concluding  para¬ 
graph  on  page  38  of  the  article  makes  it  clear  he  did  not  consider  the  Bowers  &  Rudy 
work  to  be  the  standard  reference  on  half  cents. 

We  also  noted  that  all  the  lacks  and  errors  of  the  Gilbert  book  are  not  present 
in  my  book.  If  the  editor  of  "The  Asylum"  were  an  editor  with  some  knowledge  rather 
than  self-proclaimed  expertise  and  not  a  liar  and  a  bigot  he  would  have  indicated  the 
existance  of  the  PRESENT  standard  work  on  half  cents.  However,  he  did  net  do  this. 

To  do  so  would  have  been  in  keeping  with  the  lofty  objectives  of  "The  Asylum"  ...  The 
editor  belongs  to  the  depths  to  which  these  objectives  have  sunk.  He  should  be  there 
also  as  a  coprophagist. 


Uorv  l-riilv  vnnrs 


Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr. 


P.S.  For  a  1966  article  the  statement  in  regard  to  the  LATE  Joseph  Brobston  must 
be  a 'typographical  error."  If  memory  serves  me  correctly,  his  date  of  death 
was  in  1972! 


/UasuI  jloM* 2-6  /\/jL4s~&^ 


ROGER  S.  COHEN,  JR.,  P. 
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"the  Asylum" 

Hr.  George  F.  Kolbe 

23881  Via  Fabricante,  #511 

Mission  Viejo,  California  92691 


American  Institute  of  Numismatic  Research 
(Jack  Collins,  President) 


proudly  announces 


WALTER  BREEN'S  mevCLQPEK 


Of 


UNITED  STATES  HALF  CENTS 


1793-1857 


The  most  comprehensive  reference  work  ever  published  on  this  series! 

Hundreds  of  informative  pages  that  include  new  historical  data  never 
before  published,  the  Mint’s  untold  scandals,  unpublished  subvarieties, 
accurate  rarity  ratings,  pedigree  information  on  the  Finest  Known  exam¬ 
ples,  proof  issues,  die  emission  sequences,  plus  an  enlarged  photographic 
grading  guide!  Also  included  are  hundreds  of  superb  quality  illustrations 
in  both  black-and-white  and  full  color!  Large  format,  hardbound. 


SPECIAL  PRE-PUBLICATION  OFFER  -  $35.00 

(available  February,  1982)  f 


exclusive  distributorship  by 


M.  MEGHRIG  &  SONS 


5352  Wilshire  Boulevard 
Los  Angeles,  California  90036 


ROGER  S.  COHEN,  JR..  C.P.A. 

MICHAEL  E.  REGAN.  C.P.A. 
DANIEL  A.  SMITH,  C.P.A. 


Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr.,  P.a. 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANTS 
4701  SANGAMORE  ROAD 
BETHESDA,  MARYLAND  20816 

PHONE:  (301)  229-7700 


March  15,  1982 


Mr.  Jack  Collins 

President,  American  Institute  of  Numismatic 
Research 

2840  Indiana  Avenue 
South  Gate  CA  90280 

Dear  Jack: 

Many  thanks  for  extending  to  me  the  courtesy  of  viewing  the  manuscript  and 

the  Galley  Proofs  of  your  Half  Cent  book  that  you  had  at  the  recent  EAC  Meeting. 

It  is  nof  my  purpose  to  review  in  this  letter  all  of  what  I  read,  but  I  must 

state  that  there  was  nothing  new  to  me  in  the  way  of  text  material  which  came 

to  my  attention. 

One  area  of  concern  to  me,  is  your  Condition  Census.  I  pointed  out  to  you 
at  the  Meeting  the  non  existance  of  an  1808  CMM  #1  which  was  listed.  The  source 
of  the  error  was  Milt  Pfeffer's  article  in  "Penny  Wise"  a  number  of  years  ago, 
which  despite  my  protests  at  that  time  remained  uncorrected.  There  are  many 
other  inaccuracies  in  the  Condition  Census,  but  none  which  concern  me  personally. 
I  believe  that  the  cause  of  accuracy  in  Half  Cent  Numismatics  demands  that  I 
point  out  this  error. 

Another  area  of  concern  to  me  is  the  listing  of  my  name  as  a  current  owner 
in  your  Condition  Census.  Will  you  please  use  the  term  "Arlington  Collector". 

Thanking  you  in  advance ,  I  am 


Sincerely  yours, 


Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr. 


P.S.  Please  contact  me  after  April  15th  in  regard  to  Photographing  the 
1794  CMM  #3b. 


COHEN,  REGAN  &  SMITH 

CHARTERED 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANTS 
4701  SANGAMORE  ROAD 
BETHESDA,  MARYLAND  20816 
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4701  Sangamore  Road 
Bethesda,  Maryland  20816 
June  1,  1982 


Mr.  Jack  Collins,  President 

American  Institute  of  Numismatic  Research 

2840  Indiana  Avenue 

South  Gate,  California  90280 


Re:  "Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States 
Half  Cents,  1793  -  1857" 


Dear  Mr.  Collins: 

At  the  recent  March,  1982  Early  American  Copper  club  meeting  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  where  the  manuscript  of  the  above  unpublished  book  was  available  for  inspection 
to  the  public,  I  availed  myself  of  the  priviledge  and  have  the  following  comments. 

There  is  a  great  amount  of  information  which  has  been  plagiarized  from  my 
1971  copyrighted  book  "American  Half  Cents".  The  most  prominent  examples  are  the 
idea  that  1797  dated  coins  were  struck  in  1800;  and  the  placing  of  an  1803  dated 
coin  as  a  coin  struck  in  1805.  There  are  many  other  cases  of  plagiarizing  through 
out  the  manuscript,  but  the  aforementioned  are  the  most  glaring. 

My  basis  for  making  the  above  statement  is  that  on  numerous  occasions,  your 
author  has  made  available  to  the  public  certain  proposed  manuscripts  for  many  of 
his  numerous  books  which  have  never  been  published.  At  the  October,  1981  EAC 
meeting  in  Long  Beach,  California  there  was  made  available  a  proposed  manuscript 
for  the  grand  project  of  an  "encyclopedia  of  All  US  Coinage".  The  section  on 
Half  Cents  was  available.  I  noted  that  despite  my  1971  book,  the  1797' s  were 
considered  to  be  the  first  1797  dated  coins  struck;  and  that  the  1803  in  question 
was  considered  to  be  the  first  1803  struck.  Also,  at  this  meeting  in  Long  Beach, 
at  one  point  your  author  was  forced  by  other  persons  present  to  read  certain  sections 
of  my  book  in  regard  to  1797.  Prior  to  this  time,  and  particularly  the  evening 
before  at  his  "educational  forum",  your  author  had  made  it  quite  plain  he  had  never 
read  my  book  and  was  continuing  his  program  of  non-recognition  of  the  existance  of 
my  book. 

Back  in  1973,  in  the  pages  of  "Pennywise"  there  was  a  debate  between  your 
author  and  myself  over  the  1797  dated  Half  Cents.  Your  author  made  his  position 
that  the  low  head  1797' s  were  without  any  doubt  in  his  mind,  the  first  1797' s  coined. 
This  position  was  also  set  forth  in  another  unpublished  book  "The  Ugly  Duckling" 
(circa  1966)  which  has  been  made  available  via  photocopy  to  most  Half  Cent 
numismatists.  Thus  it  is  clearly  evident  that  prior  to  October,  1981,  your  author 
had  indeed  never  read  my  1971  book  "American  Half  Cents".  Your  author  has  also 
stated  on  many  occasions  that  he  "had  never  seen  a  copy  of  Roger's  book".  This 
statement  is  totalty  false  as  he  was  one  of  the  first  persons  to  peruse  my  book  at 
the  EAC  meeting  at  Kennedy  Airport,  NY  in  1971  l 


Jack  Collins 
June  1,  1982 
page  2 


My  primary  point  is  that  between  October,  1981  and  March,  1982  a  remarkable 
metamorphosis  has  occured  in  the  proposed  manuscript  of  "Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia" 
which  can  only  be  attributed  to  plagiarism  from  my  1971  copyrighted  book  "American 
Half  Cents".  Accordingly,  I  plan  to  pursue  legal  action  against  you  as  the 
publisher  unless  the  following  steps  are  taken. 

1)  There  is  recognition  of  my  contribution  to  various  aspects  of  Half  Cents  in  the 
section  where  this  information  is  set  forth  in  your  proposed  book  as  that  of  your 
author. 

2)  The  standard  of  measure  of  contribution  will  be  information  in  both  my  1971 
and  1982  copyrighted  editions  of  "American  Half  Cents" - 

3)  The  review  of  my  1971  copyrighted  book  in  your  proposed  book  be  objective  and 
not  belittling  as  I  read  in  my  perusal  of  your  manuscript  in  March,  1982. 

Your  prompt  attention  to  these  matters  is  requested  and  failure  to  answer 
within  one  month  will  result  in  legal  action. 


Very  truly  yours, 

f?Sc 

Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr. 
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Earth 

'3  Months  from  Now' 

Dear  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr., 

I  thank  my  lucky  stars  that  you  had  the  good  sense,  not 
my  poor  half  sense,  to  publish  your  standard  reference  work.  Why 
didn't  you  tell  me  abput  'schnorrers'  long  ago?  These  schnorrers 
have  a  real  bad  scent  to  trtem  after  a  year  of  fooling  me  with  their 
promises.  Do  I  have  to  wait  for  n\y  royalty  checks  from  the 
aMericAn  institute  of  Numismatic  REsearrch,  uninc.  until  the 
encyclopediae  are  sent  out?  I  think  that  Schnorrer  cashes  the 
checks  and  keeps  the  money.  He  says  he  has  expenses  but  I  have  to 
eat  -  those  cookies  aren't  free  you  know.  At  least  FCI  was  in¬ 
corporated,  and  sold  stock,  and  sold  my  books,  and  had  stock  options, 
and  bonuses,  and  a  Christmas  party  for  some  of  us,  and  sent  me  to 
EAC  meetings  where  I  could  memorize  all  the  things  everybody  else 
knew.  But  everyone  there  had  your  book  -  do  you  think  they  will 
buy  mine  too?  In  the  meantime  a  small  bird  made  its  nest  in  my 
beard  and  makes  droppings  on  my  plates  -  Ms.  Liberty  should  have 
kept  her  cap  on!  Mr.  Collins  (that's  not  his  real  name,  he  just 
uses  that  -  he  says  everybody  in  Hollywood  does  it  -  but  how  can  I 
remember  all  these  names  if  these  poeple  keep  getting  new  ones?) 
says  don't  worry,  he's  an  expert  photographer  and  can  make  a  picture 
of  the  bird  droppings  in  flight.  Why  can't  he  just  cut  out  all  this 
shit?  I  am  going  to  write  to  Mr.  Col  1 inschnorrer  and  seek  permission, 
that's  what  Mr.  Apfeltree  always  made  me  do  -  he  would  never  pay  my 
expenses  unless  I  asked  first,  if  I  can  ask  you  to  list  me  in  the  back 
of  your  book  -  I  think  there  might  be  room  for  one  more  name  at  the 
bottom.  Do  you  think  if  we  list  everybody  who  bought  your  book  in 


the  back  of  my  Book  that  they  would  buy  a  copy  or  would  Mr.  Collin- 
schnorrer  have  to  send  back  their  money  and  not  give  me  any  -  not  even 
the  interest  he's  been  collecting?  He  says  I  should  think  of  him  as 
my  friend  -  a  sort  of  new  father,  or  an  uncle(  can  he  be  both?)  -  he's 
getting  older  but  barely  old  enough  to  be  n\y  'little  half  brother.' 

Why  does  he  say  all  these  tricky  things?  Dr.  Sheldon  was  always  doing 
that  and  showing  me  those  pictures  of  naked  men  in  his  other  book  when¬ 
ever  I  brought  him  a  new  penny  -  he  was  such  a  skin-flynt.  Maybe  you've 
seen  that  book  with  those  skinny  fellows  and  the  fat  ones  and  the  ones 
with  all  the  muscles.  He  said  you  could  tell  what  kind  of  persons  they 
were  just  by  looking  at  them  in  the  all-together.  If  only  he  was  still 
around  to  look  at  Mr.  Coll inschnorrer  and  tell  me  what  to  do! 

Oh  my  -  I'm  probably  boring  you  with  all  my  troubles.  You  seem  to 
know  everything  and  understand  it  all  too.  And  you  didn't  even  talk 
to  Mr.  Hanson!  How  did  you  find  out  everything  without  talking  to  him 
or  copying  my  notes,  and  now  you're  telling  all  our  secrets  and  you 
didn't  mention  him  in  your  book  either?  If  there  isn't  room  for  both 
our  names  in  your  next  edition,  please  use  mine.  And  please  mention 
my  Book  next  time  (Mr.  Coll inschnorrer  says  it  will  be  out  before  then) 
if  not  as  a  reference,  how  about  under  ERRATA. 

Astrologically  yours, 

W5 

Everybody's  Expert 

WB/wb 

P.S.  Before  I  forget  -  How  do  you  know  what  to  put  on  the  ERRATA 
page  before  you  write  the  book?  -  Mr.  Cohen  you  absolutely 
astound  and  jjgmrfZe  mesmerize  me. 

P.P.S.  Before  I  forget  again  - 


Mr.  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr. 
4701  SANGAMORE  RD 
BETHESDA.  MARYLAND 
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Still  Way  Out  West 
Summer  of  69  +^69  +769*  +  ^ 

Dear  Mr.  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr.: 

I  just  can't  wait  to  get  my  hands  on  "The  Breast  of  Penni 
Wyse".  One  big  one  has  got  to  be  better  than  a  couple  little  ones. 

I've  never  heard  of  such  a  thing.  Just  imagine!  I  am  sure  that  you  no¬ 
ticed  that  a  grand  total  of  7  and  1/2  of  my  definitive  articles  are 
to  be  included,  whereas  I  have  already  noticed  that  only  2  +  0/2  of 
your  articles  are  to  be  included  of  which  1  +  0/2  was  a  quiz  whirh 

you  probably  wrote  to  find  out  the  correct  answers,  but  I  didn't  send 

s 

you  the  answers  nor  did  any  of  my  closet  allies.  Mr.  Col  1 inschnorrer 
has  been  in  the  closet  taking  pictures  of  Jack  Daniels'  large  cents  and 
writing  long,  long  sentences  about  each  and  every  pretty  penny.  Just 
imagine  getting  paid  for  doing  things  in  the  closet!  I  get  paid  for 
writing  things  in  the  dark,  but  I  cheat:  I  close  my  eyes  and  try  to 
unscramble  all  the  things  other  people  have  said.  They  didn't  know 
that  I  remember  everything  without  writing  it  down.  I  just  wish  that 
they  knew  what  they  were  talking  about  so  that  my  brain  would  not  be 
filled  with  all  those  errors.  But  part  of  knowing  everything  is 
knowing  the  truth  as  well  as  the  falsies.  Du  you  know,  Mr.  Collin- 
schnorrer  (If  there  were  two  s's  in  that  name  it  would  come  out 
better  at  the  end  of  a  line!)  told  me  that  it  didn't  matter  if  you 
could  not  tell  them  apart  as  long  as  they  pay  me  by  the  word?  That 
reminds  me  of  something  else.  Did  you  notice  as  I  did  that  your 
friend  with  all  the  initials  did  not  get  any  of  his  concise,  witty, 
and  tell-it-1 ike-it-is  articles  included  in  "The  Breast"?  That's 
what  you  get  for  trying  to  save  paper,  ink,  and  money.  He  could 
never  write  an  encyclopaedia  like  I  can  or  a  second  edition  like 


you  did.  Why  are  first  editions  so  valuable?  All  of  my  fine  books 
are  first  editions!  No  need  to  ever  print  more  than  our  market  re¬ 


search  staff  tells  us  to.  Why  haven't  you  sent  me  any  vicious 


letter's  about  my  new  large  cent  encyclopaedia?  You're  not  just  lying 
in  wait  are  you?  I  bet  I  know  why  not.  You're  not  jealous  about  it 
as  you  were  with  the  half  cents.  But  aren't  you  in  a  snit  that  they 
didn't  ask  you  instead  of  me?  Maybe  if  you  had  spent  your  time 
listening  to  everyone  as  I  did  instead  of  concentrating  on  facts 
and  logic  and  whatever  else  you  tricky  people  do,  then  maybe,  just 
maybe  you  might  have  been  asked.  I  had  to  accept  a  co-author,  what¬ 
ever  that  is.  He  doesn't  have  a  beard,  not  even  a  mustache,  but  I 
hear  that  he  has  had  a  whole  lot  of  wives,  not  just  one  or  two  like 
you  and  me.  He  sounds  like  a  real  collector  to  me.  I  have  always 
made  out  pretty  well  with  collectors.  Mr.  Col  1 inschnorrer  says  that 
I  can  have  my  way  with  him.  I  bet  this  guy  doesn't  know  what  that 
means  back  at  the  Institute.  Did  you  ever  figure  out  who  wrote  those 
letters  attributed  to  me?  Everyone  said  they  sounded  like  me,  but 
were  sure  that  you  wrote  them.  But  I  couldn't  explain  to  them  why 
you  would  have  written  a  letter  to  yourself.  I've  heard  of  people 
playing  with  themselves  but  letters,  never.  So  maybe  I  did  write 
them.  Please  don't  let  Mr.  Coll inschnorrer  or  any  of  my  entourage 
know  about  this.  It  takes  a  long  time  to  build  a  good  entourage! 


Piece, 


P.S. 


Promise  not  to  tell ? 


ROGER  S.  COHEN,  JR.,  P.A. 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANTS 

4701  SANGAMORE  ROAD 
BETHESDA,  MARYLAND  20016 


"the  Asylum" 

Mr.  George  F.  Kolbe 

23881  Via  Fabricante,  #511 

Mission  Viejo,  California  92691 
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